BARTLESVILLE WOMEN'S NETWORK
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Holiday Dinner Party

December 14" (Thursday), 6pm

St. Luke’s Episcopal church

The event will be catered and the cost per person
will be $15.

Please RSVP before Friday December 15t by
sending your check to: Women’s Network,

PO Box 417, Bartlesville OK. 74005.

If you have questions please contact Franny
Hildabrand.

On Saturday, Nov. 11, we held a dedication of

the Odie McReynolds memorial bench at Jo
Allyn Lowe Park.

It was a beautiful day and the bench is in a
delightful location that overlooks the pond, next
to the upper parking lot. Please be sure to look for
it next time you visit the park or walk the
Pathfinder Parkway in that area.

The seal on the bench honors Odie as: "Artist -
Conservationist - Social Activist".

Two of Odie's daughters, Leila McReynolds
Shultz and Linda Mathews, were in attendance, as
well as one of her grandsons.

Odie died in 2010 at the age of 94. From her
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From Celeste Cleary: Yearbooks are in
the mail! If you have any corrections or
changes, or your yearbook does not arrive
in the mail, please email Celeste.

obituary:

"Odie was born near the banks of the Missouri
River in Chamberlain, South Dakota to Hilda
Albertina (Anderson) Randall and Arthur
Hubert Thompson, first and second generation
immigrants from Sweden and Norway. Her
mother's garden was filled with native
wildflowers from across South Dakota. The
surrounding prairie was Odie's playground.

Odie earned her bachelor's degree in Business
Administration with minors in Journalism and
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Education from the University of South Dakota.
After graduation, she taught a High School
Business class in Worthing, South Dakota.
Later, she would bring her understanding of
tallgrass prairie seasons to its southern boundary
when she moved to Bartlesville with her new
husband, Leo, in 1941. She reveled in the
warmer climate in Oklahoma, quickly filling her
garden with plants that could not survive the
harsh winters in South Dakota. She grew
enough fruits and vegetables to feed her family
with abundance during wartime rationing.

A woman dedicated to humanitarian causes,
Odie quickly became involved in efforts to send
food and clothing to European families during
WWIL. Over the years, she and Leo opened their
home and formed close and enduring
friendships with refugees from Germany,
Hungary and especially her "adopted" family
from Vietnam. During the 1950's, she became
intimately involved with social justice efforts
and she helped support and vindicate the
important work of Bartlesville librarian Ruth A.
Brown.

Odie found purpose through her association
with the Bartlesville Art Association, the Girl
Scouts of America (serving as leader of Troop 2,
as well as leading many other troops on nature
walks), the Oklahoma Waildlife Federation
(serving as Regional Director and three terms as
President), the League of Women Voters, the
Women's Network of Bartlesville, AAUW,
Bartlesville Cultural Council (later became
Allies Arts and Humanities Council), The
Audubon Society, the Scenic Rivers Association
and the Oklahoma Native Plants Society. She
maintained a life of learning through various
workshops, lectures and reading with the Great
Books Club. She was a long time member of the
First Presbyterian Church and enjoyed attending
Unity Church of Taos when she stayed at her
beloved summer home in New Mexico.
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Odie will be remembered for her passionate work
to establish the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve near
Pawhuska and her work to map out the Pathfinder

Parkway in Bartlesville. She will also be
remembered for her beautiful artwork that hangs in
many peoples' homes, as well as for the art lessons
given to people of all ages in Bartlesville and
beyond."

This portrait of Odie was painted by one of her
artist friends in Taos and hangs at Bartlesville Art
Association's new location in Comanche Center, as
part of its "History of BAA" collection.

By Celeste Cleary

CELEBRATE GIVING
— Kiwanis Club

4-7 p.m. * Monday, November 27
The Center (Bartlesville Community Center)

Get ready to party! With so many nonprofit
organizations in Bartlesville, it's nearly
impossible to support all of them, so in 2022 we
created Celebrate Giving, a nonprofit showcase
that allows participating organizations to share
their stories. During the event, organizations
will promote upcoming events, recruit
volunteers, fundraise and have opportunities to
win cash and other prizes. In addition to
the organizations' booths, there will be
entertainment, food and a cash bar. Admission is
free and supporters can help organizations win
contests and more prizes so don't miss the fun!

Shared by Karen Wilson
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Financial Professional Members of Women’s
Network

by Celeste Cleary

WN members include financial professionals who
can help you with everything from insurance to
investments.

Did you know newsletter editor and
communications volunteer Lili Gao is a financial
services professional with New York Life? Her
office is downtown at 526 S. Keeler. Give her a
call if you want help with insurance or other
financial planning needs. Lili Gao, Ph.D. (918)
815-7474. From Lili: "To all my friends, if you
ran into anyone who could benefit from my
expertise, feel free to tell them about me. In fact, |
would appreciate it! My areas include: minimizing
taxes, saving for retirement, managing retirement
risks - like longevity and market risk, long term
care insurance, employee benefits - setting up
benefits for business, and IRA rollovers when
employees leave, and certainly also life insurance
- to make sure the family has something to depend
on in case the unthinkable happens.*

Karen Wilson is an Investment Adviser
Representative and VP at Primerica Advisors. I
often run into Karen when she is volunteering as
manager at Tuesday House or organizing Kiwanis
holiday programs such as the upcoming
"Celebrate Giving" marketplace. Celebrate Giving
will be at The Center (Bartlesville Community
Center) from 4-7 p.m. on Monday, November 27
and features a cornucopia of local non-profits.
Karen's Primerica office is at 122 SW Frank
Phillips Blvd, Suite 118, in downtown
Bartlesville. Give her a call at 918-280-9305.
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Our next meeting will be 2 pm Sunday January
21st at Penny Eccleston’s. We will be reading
“Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie Garmus.

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average
woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first
to point out that there is no such thing as an
average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her
all-male team at Hastings Research Institute
takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except
for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant,
Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who falls
in love with—of all things—her mind. True
chemistry results.

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is
why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself
not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of
America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at
Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking
(“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a
pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary.
But as her following grows, not everyone is
happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott
isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring
them to change the status quo.

Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and
studded with a dazzling cast of supporting
characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original
and vibrant as its protagonist.

This book 1is available on Libby/Overdrive
electronically or as a real book at the BPL. There
are 2 holds on the real book so if you want to
read it put a hold on it now. It’s also available
new or used from Amazon.

From Franny Hildabrand
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