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Bartlesville Women’s Network chose Deborah
Langley as the 2021 History Maker of the Year.
Then Covid happened. Now, in year 2023, we are
happy to finally be able to have a celebration
honoring Deborah as our “annual” honoree during
National Women’s History Month, on March 23
at 7 pm, at Tri County Tech’s Osage room. Our
speaker will be Dr. Karen Neurohr, the OSU
professor who is noted for her work with Okie
emigrant poet Wilma Elizabeth McDaniel and the
statewide ListenOK oral history project - which
now includes the 50 local women in WN’s
Taproots books. Please join us to celebrate.
Refreshments will be served, and the public is
invited.

The History Maker award was initiated in 1990
and over the years has recognized 30 local women
for their contributions to the community. Langley
was selected for the honor in recognition of her
many years of dedicated community volunteer
service that furthered the cause of
the advancement of women.

The award announcement is part of the group's
National Women’s History Month celebration. A
lobby display at BPL will be on view during March.

Langley grew up in Colorado and Nebraska and
graduated from Colorado State University. In 1977
she moved to Bartlesville to begin her career
with Phillips Petroleum Co. as a Research and
Development technician.

Over the past four decades, Langley has been an
active volunteer and leader in many local
organizations. She was a founding member of both
the Women’s Network and Women and Children in
Crisis, later known as Family Crisis and Counseling
Center.

Langley also played an active role in starting the
Bartlesville Farmers Market and has served for
many years on the board of directors of the
Bartlesville Area League of Women Voters, as well
as the Board of Trustees of the Oklahoma League of
Women Voters.

Deborah Langley: History Maker of the Year 
- Chosen in 2021; Celebrated in 2023  

WN 2020 BPL lobby display picture celebrating the 
centennial of the 19th Amendment, granting Woman Suffrage.Deborah Langley
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From the Women’s Network Board

Before a vote is held at the annual meeting
in May, we are asking you, our
membership, to suggest new officers for our
board of directors. Specifically, we are
looking for volunteers to fill the roles of
· President
· President-Elect
· Secretary
· Program Committee (2 or 3)
· Nominating Committee (2)

Franny Hildabrand will continue as
Treasurer; Lois Bryan and Joan Dreisker
will continue to work with Cinema
Sundays; Darby Nelson with Membership;
and Celeste Cleary has agreed to do our
Yearbook Directory and continue to host
our Facebook Page.

Lili Gao is stepping down from
Communications but she has generously
offered to help train a volunteer who
recently stepped forward - a task that
includes the our Newsletter and our
Website. We owe Lili a great debt of
gratitude for her years of extraordinary
service.

Letter from the President

Christina Bishop, Program Director for Elder
Care, spoke at our Feb 16 meeting at the
Bartlesville Public Library. She led a lively
discussion about the many services provided by
Elder Care. Most of you know about their
excellent Physical Therapy program, but might
not know that a doctor’s referral is no longer
needed. A call to the central office (918-336-8500)
will connect you to someone who can help
schedule any of the services. Daybreak provides
daytime activities as well as lunches and
transportation. Brighter Living, a private pay
service, can provide in-home care and companion
services, including light housekeeping and food
preparation at a rate of $22 an hour. She
encouraged us to check the activity calendar and
information about physician services on the
website www.AboutElderCare.org, and to call
anytime for a tour of facilities.

- Leila Shultz, President

Cookies by Jerrie Nicholson, Photo by Leila Shultz
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The WN book group
will meet Sunday March
12 at 2pm at Penny
Eccleston’s house.

We are reading “A
Warrior of the People:
How Susan La Flesche
Overcame Racial and
Gender Inequality to
Become America's First
Indian Doctor”
by Joe Starita.

The poignant and
moving biography of Susan La Flesche Picotte, the
first Native American doctor in U.S. history.

On March 14, 1889, Susan La Flesche Picotte
received her medical degree - becoming the first
Native American doctor in U.S. history. She earned
her degree thirty-one years before women could
vote and thirty-five years before Indians could
become citizens in their own country.

By age twenty-six, this fragile but indomitable
Native woman became the doctor to her tribe.
Overnight, she acquired 1,244 patients scattered
across 1,350 square miles of rolling countryside
with few roads. Her patients often were desperately
poor and desperately sick - tuberculosis, small pox,
measles, influenza - families scattered miles apart,
whose last hope was a young woman who spoke
their language and knew their customs.

This is the story of an Indian woman who
effectively became the chief of an entrenched
patriarchal tribe, the story of a woman who crashed
through thick walls of ethnic, racial and gender
prejudice, then spent the rest of her life using a
unique bicultural identity to improve the lot of her
people - physically, emotionally, politically, and
spiritually.

Franny Hildabrand

||| Book CluB |||

------- Asking For Donations ------
Dear BWN members, I asking for a donation of
old iPads that you may have tucked away after
purchasing a new one. I find that I cannot discard
tech things even if I no longer use them, likely
some of you are the same.

My oldest granddaughter is a Speech Language
Pathologist in the Texas Public School system. In
her district learning disadvantaged 3 and 4 year
olds are sent to an elementary school program
for early intervention. My granddaughter is the
director of this program, and has about 80+/-
pupils at any one time.

Their issues vary from speech, hearing, autism,
eating disorders, dysphasia, Downs Syndrome,
and more. The majority are non-verbal.

My granddaughter puts one app on the Ipad, (and
old Ipads work just fine.) The app has pictures
that the children can point to show their needs,
such as hunger, thirst, bathroom, sadness,
sickness, and the myriad other needs of small
children. The challenges are great in working
with these children, the rewards are greater.

If you have and old iPad and can donate it, please
contact me. I’ll happily pick them and get them to
her. She would be very appreciative and I would
be as well.

Thank you.

Jerrie Nicholson
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We are looking for the
new addresses for Jane
Bylander (was 832 SE
Winding Way,
Bartlesville OK 74006).
Please reply to:
bvillewomensnetwork@
gmail.com

The Chaperone is the next movie for
Cinema Sunday, March 19 at 2 p.m. and will
be shown in the Shadow Lake Village
Clubhouse, 3200 Price Road. It is the
building to the immediate left after coming
through the entrance. Please park in one of
the two areas next to the Clubhouse or the
swimming pool. Parking is limited (10
spaces in all), so please consider carpooling.

Based on a true
story, the movie
begins in 1922
Wichita, Kansas,
where a young
dancer, Louise
Brooks, wants to
chase her dreams
of performing.
Louise (Haley
Lu Richardson)
gets accepted to
study at an elite
dance school in New York City, but her
parents won't let her attend without a
chaperone. Her working parents can't leave
Wichita, so Norma Carlisle, (Elizabeth
McGovern, Downton Abbey) a middle-aged
woman not content in her marriage,
volunteers to accompany her.
Drinks will be provided, but please bring a
snack to share. Hope to see you there.

Lois Bryan and Joan Dreisker

“If January is the month of change, 
February is the month of lasting 

change. January is for dreamers… 
February is for doers.”

— Marc Parent

Linda Mathews is home again

My good news for the month is that my
sister Linda came home on February 2nd

after eighty-eight long days in Tulsa
hospitals. She has recovered from her
punctured lung and broken ribs and is
now in the good care of Dan Martin,
her loving partner.

- Leila Shultz


