BARTLESVILLE WOMEN'S NETWORK

-- Wow! Who Knew!

Sidney Brammer

Sidney Brammer thrives on creative collaboration,
ever since earning her BFA in Theater Production
from the University of Texas at Austin in 1982.
She was a co-founder of the award-winning
regional theatre company, Big State Productions,
whose signature play, In the West, toured the
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the southwest for a decade and played Kennedy
Center. She was the original drama critic for The
Austin Chronicle, and her first play, Heavenly
Somewhere, was produced as part of the New
Voices in the Theater Conference at the University
of Texas in the early 1980s. From 1985 to 2000,
she coordinated or managed feature films and
commercials in New York and Los Angeles (and
many remote locations), including Cadillac Man,
Betsy’s Wedding, True Believer, Imagine: John
Lennon, Balto, and others. In tandem with film
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production, she also wrote several screenplays. Her script
Lonesome (written for German director Elke Rosthal) was
produced in 2000 starring Marisa Berenson (Death in
Venice, Barry Lyndon), Aleksa Palladino (Manny and Lo,
Celebrity, The Huntress), and John Pyper-Ferguson
(Battlestar Gallactica, Caprica, CSI), and played
numerous festivals and aired on German television. Her
screenplay adaptation of an Eileen Myles short story, One
Small Step, was selected for the prestigious Nuyorican
Fifth Night reading series in New York, and featured Peter
Saarsgard (4n Education, Boys Dont Cry) and Melissa
Leo (Frozen River, Homicide, 21 Grams).

Sidney returned to Texas in 2000 to direct video shorts
(including the festival award winner, Tales of the
Borderland) as well as national theatrical premieres
(including A Ride with Bob, starring Ray Benson and
Asleep at the Wheel and Grammy-nominated Jason
Roberts as legendary fiddler Bob Wills). She directed the
premiere of £ Pluribus Unum: The Barbara Jordan Story
featuring Franchelle Dorn (The Examined Life, Law and
Order) and Border Radio: The Big Jukebox in the Sky
(featuring Rick Trevino and Miss Lavelle White), which
was broadcast nationally on PRX affiliates. She has been
a dramaturg, story consultant, film editorial consultant,
and a freelance editor for many other writers and
directors, and has been a feature writer for The New York
Amsterdam News, The Texas Observer and the Austin
American-Statesman. She is also a published short story
writer (Southwest Review, Connotation Press).

She began teaching in 2000, as a creative writing
professor for Austin Community College, where she
teaches courses in fiction, memoir, creative nonfiction,
screenwriting, and playwriting, both face-to-face and
online. She earned her MFA in Creative Writing from the
Rainier Writing Workshop of Pacific Lutheran University
in 2013. She has studied with master storyteller Gioia
Timpanelli (Atlantic Center for the Arts, 2007), with
writer Dorothy Allison at the 2012 Port Townsend Writers
Conference, was Resident Artist at Hypatia-in-the-Woods
women artists retreat in Washington State in 2012, and a
participant writer with Richard Bausch and Adrianne
Harun at the 2017 Sewanee Writers Conference. Since
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moving to Bartlesville in 2014, she has
taught English Composition on and off for
Rogers State University’s downtown
campus, and taught memoir writing for
Bartlesville’s OLLI program (some may
recall her program presentation for
Bartlesville Women’s Network on memoir
writing a few years ago). In 2016, she was
the Bartlesville Friends of the Library first
place poetry winner. She is currently at
work on three novels (one which has
portions set in 1930s and 1950s
Bartlesville). Her wildest dream is to help
open a Creative Writing Center for adults
and teens in our historic downtown,
offering writing workshops, readings,
visiting author events, book club meeting
space, and a writing craft library for
Bartians who have their own stories to tell!
Never straying far from collaborative
projects, Sidney still occasionally acts and
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works behind the scenes for her sister, Shelby Brammer, a
theater director who also lives in Bartlesville. Bartians may have
seen Sidney as Young Aunt Pearl opposite Joe Sears in Aunt
Pearl’s Christmas Eve at the BCC, as a 19" century Polish
immigrant for Marilyn Johnson’s Mausoleum Stories, and as a
passionate  acting class instructor in  Circle Mirror
Transformation at Theater Bartlesville.

Introduced to the Bartlesville Women’s Network by her good
friend, Pepper Hume, Sidney joined the organization in 2019,
and is now a Program Co-Chair (with the fabulous Vanessa
Drummond). On a personal note, Sidney married her handsome
sweetheart, Eric Jaekel, one month into the pandemic, in the
living room of their downtown Craftsman bungalow (which Eric
1s restoring to its former glory). They have two big noisy dogs,
one very aloof cat, and they raise vegetables in their backyard.

BWN October Program Celebrates Mental Health
Awareness Month with Lisa Roll!

Have you in any way been
impacted by Covid, or felt
depleted or worried during the
last year and a half? Many of
us have felt such challenges to
our wellbeing and states of
mind. BWN is very pleased to
present:

Time and Location: Penny
Eccleston’s house on Sunday
November 14t at 2pm.

We are not be reading a book for

Nov. Instead we will be bringing

poems. Favorites from childhood or

A Call for Calm in Challenging Times: Coping with a special time in your life or just
the Covid Pandemic ones you love.

A timely presentation by By Franny Hildabrand

Lisa Roll, LPC, BC-DMT of Samaritan Counseling
and Growth Center.

Note: this is a past event. Due to COVID, we have to keep v H e/ /0 00{06@' -/// :
our events somewhat flexible. That means, occasionally, ' '

they don’t appear on newsletter in time. The best way to
stay informed is through Facebook and email (contact:
bvillewomensnetwork@gmail.com).
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