BARTLESVILLE WOMEN'S NETWORK November 2021

WOMEN'S NETWORK

December 9 2021 at 7pm
St. Luke's Father Metcalf Hall
RSVP required by December 2,
By mailing $15 to
BWN, P.O. Box 417
Bartlesville OK 74005
b Questions?
{ vanessadrummond@me.com
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SPOTLIGHTS ON MEMBERS
-- Wow! Who Knew!

Celeste Cleary

I'm a second-generation Women's Network member since my mom,
Ann Cleary, joined WN a bit after it was started. [ grew up in
Bartlesville and graduated from BHS in 1984. With the help of a
scholarship from Carolyn Price, I attended Barnard College in NYC.
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I was an English major, edited publications,
and one of my part-time jobs was assistant to
Alvin Toffler, author of Future Shock.

Not surprisingly, my first real job after college
was as an editorial assistant at Cambridge
University Press. Unfortunately, I absolutely
hated it. The pay was abysmal and, worse, it
was boring. Total snore bore! So I left that and
took up temp office work by day, and freelance
writing gigs by night. I loved landing in new
businesses all the time, learning new software
on the fly, exploring new neighborhoods, and
meeting new people. Some of my gigs were at
Entertainment Weekly, The New Yorker
magazine, working for fashion designer Betsey
Johnson, several Wall Street firms, and
working on set at ABC News. I even met my
husband on a temp job. At some point, Mark
and I decided to take a break from city life and
move to Austin TX for a while. I apprenticed
as a typesetter there and started publishing
zines and poetry chapbooks, while Mark
discovered a talent for writing custom erotic
letters.

Keep reading at your own risk, this bio is about
to get scandalous! Mark's utterly convincing
female characters were always bossy, bitchy
fantasy women. A demanding boss, a strict
governess, a no-nonsense nurse. With a few
well-placed ads in the back of some very dirty
magazines, we created a weird mom-and-pop
publishing business. One where envelopes
stuffed full of cash appeared in our PO Box,
and we sent out ultimate fantasy letters to very
happy customers. It was fabulous.

We expanded into creating a pulpy, retro-styled
magazine called Whap! - Women Who
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Celeste wielding a hairbrush on the cover of Whap!

Administer Punishment. Whap! was set in
the 1950s, but in our version of the era, the
women in high heels, dresses, and pearls
were in charge, and the men did our bidding.
Men wore the aprons, cleaned the house,
cooked and served us our dinner. And if they
messed any of it up -- Whap! Ha. I donned a
50s style wig and wielded a hairbrush for
covers of the magazine. (My poor mom, she
warned me not to tell you all this. But I can't
help myself, it's too fun!)

Our little magazine took off and soon I was
negotiating distribution deals with Borders
Books, Tower Records, and alternative
newsstands all over the world. I even
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merchandized student arts hairbrushes with
our Whap! Logo on them. I experimented
with voice acting and narrated audio stories.
Eventually, I learned how to publish
websites, which turned out to be very
lucrative. I paid off all my student loans and
then some.

My friend Shawna Kenney had put herself
through college in DC working as a
dominatrix. I encouraged her to write her
memoir, and she did. I Was A Teenage
Dominatrix was very well received and won
the Firecracker Alternative Book Award for
that year. The film rights were optioned by
Vince Vaughn. We even went on a book tour.

I'm now mostly retired from my wacky
media empire. | keep myself busy with more
mainstream e-commerce pursuits as a
merchant on Amazon and Ebay. I have a few
screenplays I'm working on. I like to learn
new things all the time and still challenge
myself to learn new software. I love political
rabble-rousing, gardening, painting, not
renovating houses, volunteering with a
number of organizations, and getting to
spend a lot of time with my mom and sisters.

November 2021
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WN Directory 2021-2022 Printed and Available
- Irene Chang

This year we have printed a compact version of
the Yearbook containing mainly the Directory.
Copies will be available for pickup at the
December Christmas Party and January and
future WN meetings. Or, contact Membership
Chair Darby Nelson and pick up a printed copy
from Darby (This content has been removed for
privacy protection).

People who are unable to attend the December or
January event, or want an electronic copy, can
ask Irene Chang for a pdf copy to tide them over
until they attend a Women’s Network event. E-
mail Irene at “This content has been removed for
privacy protection” and put WN Directory in the
subject line.

People who are out of town will received a
mailed copy automatically.

Thank you to Ann Cleary, Lili Gao, Franny
Hildebrand, Darby Nelson, and Karen Wollman
for technical help and letting me know about
updates to member info. Thank you to all who
supplied info updating your entries.
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The next WN book club meeting will be at
2pm on Sunday Dec 12 at Penny Eccleston’s.

We will be reading The Book Charmer by
Karen Hawkins.

Sarah Dove is no ordinary bookworm. To her,
books live, breathe, and sometimes even speak.
As the librarian in her quaint Southern town of
Dove Pond, her gift helps place every book in
the hands of the perfect reader. Recently,
however, the books have been whispering
about something out of the ordinary: the arrival
of a displaced city girl named Grace Wheeler.

If the books are right, Grace could be the
savior Dove Pond desperately needs. The
problem is, Grace wants little to do with the
town or its quirky residents—Sarah chief
among them. But with a bit of urging, and the
help of an especially wise book, will Grace
ultimately embrace the challenge to rescue her
charmed new community?

“A mesmerizing fusion of the mystical and the
everyday” (Susan Andersen, New York Times
bestselling author), The Book Charmer is a
heartwarming story about the magic of books
that feels more than a little magical itself.

- Franny Hildabrand

November 2021

Fran Stallings has been layin’ low during the
pandemic, but very busy on-line! She co-chaired
an international virtual conference April 9-11 this
year, and is gearing up for the second one April
8-10, 2022, "Earth Up — Stories and Science:
Eco-justice and Action." Meanwhile she has
moderated nine sessions of “A  Climate
Conversation”, a webinar that brings together
scientists and storytellers to explain various
aspects of our changing environment. Attendance
1s international. We couldn’t do that before!

Every Tuesday Fran Zooms into a second grade
classroom in her neighborhood school and tells a
folktale. After she reviews the sequence with the
students and answers their questions, their
teacher leads the students in story-retelling
activities which include acting out, finger
puppets, dioramas, and written retellings. He
usually comes up with story-based enrichment in
math, science, or social studies too. They have
been working together since 2017. (She also
Zooms to Tulsa schools.)

Fran is finishing her second 3-yr term on the
board of directors of the National Storytelling
Network. She’s also on the board of the
Oklahoma Native Plant Society. She says neither
board is boring.
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