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WOMEN'S NETWORK
Letter from the President

Moving Forward - Nothing Waits

Can you believe it? Summer is almost over. The
school bell will be ringing again in a couple of
weeks, vacations will be over, cooler weather is
on the horizon (can't wait). Time marches on, it
waits for no one.

We have a celebrity among us. Our very own
Joan Dreisker spoke with KJRH Channel 2 Work
for You news. As you already know, Phillips66
had awarded a grant to the Bartlesville Public
Library and a mural was put up on an outside
library wall depicting Miss Ruth Brown sitting
under a tree reading to children.

Joan was interviewed and spoke of Miss Ruth
Brown's 30 years at the Bartlesville library. Who
Miss Brown was and why she was fired. As Joan
put it, "She just ruffled feathers all over town
because people kinda liked things to stay the
same. Ruth didn't think things were all that
wonderful with everybody being separate and
unequal".

If you haven't had a chance to hear or see the
interview, here is the link:
https://www.kjrh.com/news/local-news/new-
bartlesville-public-library-mural-honors-former-
librarian.

I am so excited to get together with everyone at
our Gathering this Thursday July 29th at 6pm.
Just a reminder that this is not a meeting. It's
been such a long time since the Woman's

Network has come together. Just to meet and
greet, have a glass of wine or ice tea. Sit and
talk about how everyone is doing. A chance
to laugh and reminisce with each other and
also to meet new friends. Many have joined
WN since the pandemic started and haven't
had a chance to meet everyone. With the
COVID virus still looming all around, we
want everyone to feel comfortable during
our time together. We recommend that you
wear your mask while indoors during the
Gathering.

Our Programming Committee and Board are
working hard to bring you a year committed
to helping women. A year dedicated to
women. A year of honoring women.

Regards,
Karen Wollman
President

“Wounds heal. Love lasts. We remain.”
― Kristin Hannah, 

The Nightingale
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Interview about Ruth Brown with Joan Dreisker 
Our Joan Dreisker made the news with a 7/16
interview on KJRH-TV (updated 7/19) plus a
front-page story in the Examiner-Enterprise
(E-E) on July 21 (by Kim Archer) about
Bartlesville’s former librarian and civil rights
activist Ruth Brown. You can watch the
interview video online and access its print
story by clicking the image on the right (if you
are reading pdf version newsletter on an
electronic device) or use the QR code.

Hand sanitizer and masks are available at the event

E-E news

KJRH-TV news
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Time and Location: Penny Eccleston’s house at 2pm
Sunday August 15th at 2pm.

For our next meeting we will read The Nightingale by
Kristin Hannah.

France, 1939 - In the quiet village of Carriveau,
Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her husband,
Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn't believe
that the Nazis will invade France … but invade they
do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of
trucks and tanks, in planes that fill the skies and drop
bombs upon the innocent. When a German captain
requisitions Vianne's home, she and her daughter must
live with the enemy or lose everything. Without food
or money or hope, as danger escalates all around
them, she is forced to make one impossible choice
after another to keep her family alive.

Vianne's sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-
old girl, searching for purpose with all the reckless
passion of youth. While thousands of Parisians march
into the unknown terrors of war, she meets Gäetan, a
partisan who believes the French can fight the Nazis
from within France, and she falls in love as only the
young can … completely. But when he betrays her,
Isabelle joins the Resistance and never looks back,
risking her life time and again to save others.

It looks like the library has one copy. OK virtual
library has one copy currently checked out. And, of
course it is available on Amazon.

By Franny Hildabrand

You can also find the book on archive.org, for free. If
you need help with navigating archive.org, Ann
Cleary is an expert who may help you.

To the members of Women's Network (and the
LWV) -- thank you for the gathering at
Bambino's on July 7. Thank you especially to
my dear friend, Joan Dreisker, who put it all
together, and to Debbie Neece for bringing the
Woman Suffrage Celebration framed pieces
from the Bartlesville History Museum to
Bambino's for the occasion. It was so good to
see and talk to everyone one more time before
my move to Olathe KS July 14. I know the
new WN board and President Woolman will
lead the organization forward into the future. I
wish each of you the very best. Stay well, safe
and vertical! Thank you for all the support
you have given me over the years. I will miss
you.

By Jan Dreiling

Old 
Friends 
meet 
again at 
Jan's 
Reception
-a sweet 
moment. 
Photo 
credit: Pat 
Netzer

Betty 
Williams 
signing in 
for Jan's 
reception. 
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credit: Pat 
Netzer


